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Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.48 pm]: I would like to take a few minutes to reflect on a couple 
of events that occurred this week, starting with my members’ statement on Tuesday night. Someone messaged me 
not long after I had made that statement wanting to express a few words about the reaction of the chamber when 
I raised the issue of climate change, and the events of today. There was a lot of laughing and jeering but the person 
who messaged me said that the joke is on our grandkids, not on us necessarily. That is relevant to what has been 
happening in recent times when I have been asking questions about climate policy and actions that we should take 
to address the issue of climate change. Unfortunately, I was not in the chamber last night to hear some of the other 
members’ statements. There was a lot of referral to leadership and putting a lot of people from today’s protest into 
a box, basically describing them as a group of youth. A lot of people I spoke to today were from a broad section 
of the community. There were retirees and a few teachers. Yes, there were a few students but a lot of people were 
just concerned about what is going on. They should be because there is high anxiety in the community about what 
is happening to the planet. 

We have seen what has happened in Greenland. An article yesterday said that 55 billion tonnes of water melted 
into the ocean over five days. That is enough to cover Florida five inches over. That is significant. We do not have 
a climate change policy in this state. I understand that the Minister for Environment is working on one at the 
moment, and something will be tabled very soon. I will be keen to read that and see where it will go. As long as 
we are polluting the planet and burning the amount of fossil fuels that we are burning, we do not really have a leg 
to stand on when it comes to these arguments that people are putting to us in the community. When we look 
forward to what will be happening, we will see more and more protests. I do not condone violence or any illegal 
behaviour; that is not me. I am all for peace and nonviolence. It is about making sure that issues are heard. I respect 
democracy and the right for people to be heard. 

We have a series of events that are significant globally that need to be paid attention to. A lot of the members of 
the community are fed up with signing petitions, writing letters to MPs, and attending community forums. We saw 
the community up and down the state over the fracking issue, saying that they had worked with the incoming 
government to ensure that the planet and the state is protected from being fracked. Unfortunately, last year the 
government announced that it would frack land the size of Tasmania in this state. That is a blow to the morale of 
many in the community who have worked with the government for so long to ensure that things like that do not 
happen. I can understand the anxiety in the community. We will continue to see protests in not only WA, but also 
globally to address the issue of climate change. 

I hope and pray that members in this chamber and the other place listen to people and stand with the community 
to ensure that we have policies to address the issue of climate change because it will affect us whether we like it 
or not. We will see more and more significant environmental catastrophes going forward. Not only that but we 
will see huge economic costs. Two weeks ago an article pointed out that $524 billion worth of Australia’s real 
estate is being affected by climate change. It will affect everyone in the community. I hope we can work together 
to ensure we can find a solution. 
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